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Our Educational Philosophy

The mission of TLC International School is to plant seeds of knowledge that can grow to equip student:
academically, socially, physically, and spiritually for temporal and eternal success.

Our vision is to provide the best in education, partnering with parents to prepare students for life with
academic tools, character training, development of social skills and spiritual mentoring.

Education is more than intellectual development. True atioo develops the mind, body, spirit and social
skills of the child. Children at TLC learn cooperation, integrity, respect, creativity, andiseifline. Positive
values and behavior are rewarded in an environment that provadesfe haven for childneto attempt new
challenges without fear of failure.
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An Introduction to Grade 1

Welcome to Grade 1! When students enter firgirade they are six turning seven over the course of the
year. Our day starts at 8:45 when students are welcomed into the classroom and they unpack their schoc
bags. They have until 9:00 to arrive, unpack am@ djuiet activity. At 8:55 EFL students are taking to their
English classes and everyone else spends an hour and a half for Phonics, Spelling and Guided Reading.
that time the EFL students rejoin the class and have leveled mandarin class andAfteed$. minutes of
outside play, PE or Dance the students have lunch. After their 30 minutes for lunch they start their afternoor
schedule which involves Math, Reading Comprehension, Electives, Writing and finally science before pacl
up and loading do the buses at the end of the day at 3:25.

On Friday, some of the phonics and Guided reading time is spent for the whole elementary to have a mornir
assembly todayAt this time students perform with their classes and also learn about the charactiés tra
that are the focus for different months. We also recognize specific students from different classes for growtt
or excellence in character growth by presenting them with a Star Student Award.

ERACHNN Hten F
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Understanding by Design

0 O ulessons, units, and courses should be logically inferred from the results sought, not derived from th
methods, books, and activities with which we are most comfortable. Curriculum should lay out the most
effective ways of ac lori thebest desighpderve Hackward frarsthelletrsirgs i
sought . ¢

- Grant Wiggins and JaycTigh in their bookUnderstanding by Design

UBD (Understanding by Design) is a technique of delivering comémiduced by Grant Wiggins and Jay
McTighe. The methods laid out this educational technique offer a way of designing courses and delivering
content through 0B aatKkL® partdipaiz e sinitgohstudy th&t toved standard driven
topics determined by the AERO standards. TLC uses the UWBddhods of teaching to ensure courses
taught at TLC cover a series of standard based units. These units are designed in atweaguhes quality
understanding is provided to all students enrolled in courses at TLC. Content delivery then includes a variet
of quality teaching strategies and assessment techniques while keeping a standard based focus in e
classroom. Thisinit bagd planning approach follows asage process of Backward Design.

Stage 1 - ldentify Desired Results

In order to determine if our students are achieving our desiredults we must determine the what the
desired end result is. If we teach with thismind we make sure that everything that occurs in each course
is bringing students closer to that goal.

Stage 2 8 Determine Acceptable Evidence

It is very important that before weéeach we determine what assessments and indicators we will use to
determne if students are progressing to a understanding of each standard covered in the courses taugt
Evidence may be gathered through projects, questioning, quizzes, papers, group projects, lab projects, writt
tests, discussions and more.

Stage 3 0 Plan Learning experiences and Instruction

After determining the end goal and identifying the evidence that will determine student achievement the dai
lessons are determined. Daily lessons are carefully planned and carried out by teachers to support at
reach those desired results. Each day students are given a clear objective that lines up and supports t
mastery of the goals determined and indicated by the standards covered in each unit.

This approach ensures there are no gaps in the curriculum asthalllards are covered TLC International
School 8s cour ses. The aim is to ensure the be
students. The studentsd | earning and WwWnde rTshtraonud
met hod of oO0Backwards Designdé we can ensure that
single course offered at TLC.
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The Gradual Release Model

The Gradual Release model, developed by Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey, is a b#oadhized approach
for moving classroom instruction from teacheentred to studentc ent r ed. Thi s mode/l
do ité, oWe do itodé, oOoOYou do it togetherd, and 0

During the ol d
I

it 6 st mlpinthe delieerytofehe content. Explititaepachinga n
mo d e I n

0
ing, and 6th k aloudd6 are common strateg

As the students begin to acquire the new skill or information, the responsibility of learning begins to shif
from teacherdirected instruction to student ent r ed acti viti es. During t
uses strategic questions, prompts, and cues to guide students towards mastery of an objective.

oYou do it toget hcellaborate, andiepbnd oneother tlassmatasttasmeet objectives.
During this time of instruction, the teacher will move among groups to clarify any misconceptions.

5

TLC International School, Dongguan
Grade 1 Curriculum Handbook



Subject Specific Information

Reading, Writing, Grammar and Spelling

In First Gradethe studentshave a lot of time dedicated to the skill of Reading. In phonics class the focus is
decoding and reading wordso the students learn word families and high frequency words. In Guided
Reading it isnore individual and small group work. We work @pecific comprehension skills on different
levels based on the need of the individuals in each group. In Reading Comprelutarssaine focus is to

work on comprehension strategies so that students can understand what they are reading and dive deepe
into books.

In writing class in first grade we start with the foundation of writing and then move into conventions of
good writing. They also get to experience all different kinds of writing and write their own books and
stories for each type. Some of the wWing your students will learn are narrative, opinion, how to, and even
doing research to write an informational text. It really is amazing to see their ability grow and improve
from the start of the year to the end.

Spelling in first grade is not a cladsts own but is included in the phonics and center time before and
during guided reading. Students are introduced to the words during phonics class and then practice them
during center times through different activities and games.
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Mathematics

Students in first grade have 45 minutes Ktaith a day. During the course of the year they learn addition and
subtraction of up to 2digit numbers, numbers to 120, place value of ught@e digit numbers, money, time
and aspects of the caleadand foundationsf using differenmmeasurements anegading and recordindata

During their math classes, they are introduced to different concepts and then given very hands on ways t
show and practice those concepts together in groups or individually.
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Science

Science is taught for the first half of the year only. Students get to explore the world and learn about topic:
such as weather, living and ntiving things, space, forms of matter and so much more. Science is very
interactive and encourages the studetdsexplore and understand the world around them.
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History

Social stugksstudents are taught over the second half of the year after science class finishes. In history cla
the students learn about different countries and cultures, government abd o8 a community, and
important people in history just to name a few. Students are encouraged to think about how they can be
good citizens and impact the world in a positive way for the future.
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Mandarin
Mandarin Class of G1

Curriculumi  FL-G1& Chinese for G1
SI-KB2 Easy steps to Chinese for Kidé 2

Class: Students in G1 will be put into two different classes. If the student speaks mandarin at home, he/st
will be put into the first language mandarin class@al). If thestudent speaks other languages at
home, he/she will be put into the second language mandarin cla8B&LBut we do have some
exceptions: i f the studentds mandarin | evel
him/her in the higher/lowetevel mandarin class. If a first language mandarin student has low
mandarin comprehension, he/she will be put into the second language mandarin class. If a second
mandarin student has very good mandarin comprehension, he/she will be put into the fitshden
mandarin class.

Assessment: Assessments will be given for each unit/chapter. We made our own mandarin assessment
papers.

Homework: The students in G1 have mandarin homework about 15 minutes per day.

Class Frequency: Students in G1 haver@utes mandarin class every day.
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Character Education

Students have one Character Education lesson per week wasth for 40 minutes. This lesson is given by
a specialist Character Education teacher. The lessons will focus on one Character Education trait per mon
and will follow the following schedule for the year:

Month

Character Trait

August (1930)

Intro/Dream Theme

September (27) Boldness
October (Oct 7-Nov 1) Trust
November (527) Forgiveness
December (220) Justice
February (Feb-28) Ingenuity
March (227) Humility
April (Mar 30Apr 30) Diversity
May (429) Unity
Juneg(1-24) Review traits

Students will normally listen to a story in the lesson that illustrates the character trait. They will discuss the
meaning of the word and think about how that character trait can be applied to themselves and their familie:
The character trait is also ththeme of the weekly assemblies where songs, presentations and certificates

will be about the character trait that is the theme of the month.
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Computers

First grade - They have computer class once a week4&rminutes in the elementary computer |abach
lesson objectives aredsed on 201 National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS) initiated
by the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE). There is a varieggaifrces/materials
used for instructionComputer class aims to help studermigoperly access, manage, process, interpret, and
communicate information.

Unit 1 Basic Operations

Unit 2 Typing

Unit 3 Microsoft Word Introduction

Unit 4 Digital Citizenship & Safety

Unit 5 InternetNavigation

Unit 6 Online Research

Unit 7 Multimedia & Presentation Tools
Unit 8 Computational skills
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Music

In the Music lessons, students learn to appreciate Music and the different ways one can create sound. Tt
will sing, play antkarn the theory of percussion and string instruments. They will study composers and
dance movements. They will have quizzes and practical tests for purposes of evaluation and assessment.

Being creative in Music gives students the opportunity to leanitak both creatively and critically. Critical
thinking includes the ability to understand, respond to and talk about various musical compositions. B
teaching students to perform, notate and appreciate Music, we can enhance their skills related tatgreativ
and critical thought.

PE

In the PE lessons, studerttave the opportunity to grow in their fitness and athletic abilities. They will
acquire the knowledge, processes, skills and confidence needed to engage in meaningful physical activity |
now and in the future.
The learning goals for PE are as follows:

1 Students will be taught a variety of exercises and skills that will develop their agility, flexibility, strengt

reaction time, balance and coordination.

1 Students will learn how to work asraember of team in a variety of games such as: soccer, volleyball,
basketball, dodgeball, American football, team races, gymnastics and acrobatic movements.

1 Students will understand the value of health and good hygiene.

The requirements for the Physical iwhtion lessons are as follows:
Tennis shoes, trainers or sneakers.

Appropriate clothes.
Cooperation.

Communication.

Teamwork and sportsmanship!
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