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Our Educational Philosophy

The mission of TLC International School is to plant seeds of knowledge that can grow to equip student:
academically, socially, physically, and spiritually for temporal and eternal success.

Our vision is to provide the best in education, pagting with parents to prepare students for life with
academic tools, character training, development of social skills and spiritual mentoring.

Education is more than intellectual development. True education develops the mind, body, spirit and soci
skills of the child. Children at TLC learn cooperation, integrity, respect, creativity, andiseifline. Positive
values and behavior are rewanden an environment that provides safe haven for children to attempt new
challenges without fear of failure.
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An Introduction to Grade 2

Welcome to 2 Grade! Second grade students range in age frah8¥ears old. A typical day starts at 8:45
AM. Students arrive at school, unpack their homework folders, water bottles, and store their backpacks ir
their cubbies. Usually, they will have morning seat work to do while waiting for the rest of their classmates
to arrive. Classes begin at 9:00 AM. Theation of each class is approximately 40 minutes. Besides Reading
Comprehension, Writing/Grammar, Math, Science/History, and Mandsgicond graderave Guided
Reading/Center time as well. Our Guided Reading program is designed to help students focus on speci
comprehension skills for their level. Lunch is around-théy and dismissal time is from 3:255 PM.

Along with our standard curriculunstudents will attend weekly elective classes which include: Character
Education, Computers, Music, Physical Education (PE), Art, and Library. Grade 2 students will also atten
weekly assembly where the whole elementary sing songs to learn about owctéatraits. For the 20D-

2020 school year we will be focusing on the following charadtaits: boldnesstrust, forgiveness, justice,
ingenuity,humility, diversityand unity At our weekly assemblypne studentwho best demonstrated the
assigned chacter trait will be recognized and awarded star student for that week.

3

TLC International School, Dongguan
Grade 2 Curriculum Handbook



Understanding by Design

0Our | essons, units, and courses should be | ogi
methods, books, andctivities with which we are most comfortable. Curriculum should lay out the most
effective ways of achieving specific resultsé i
sought . ¢

-Grant Wiggins and Jay McTeaim their book Understandig by Design

UBD (Understanding by Design) is a technique of delivering content introduced by Grant Wiggins and J:
McTighe. The methods laid out in this educational technique offer a way of designing courses and deliver
contentthrougho Bac kwar d Designd6. Students at TLC parti
topics determined by the AERO standandéich were designed and developed by the U.S. Department of
State Office of Overseas School§LC uses the UBD methods oééching to ensure courses taught at TLC
cover a series of standard based units. These units are designed in a way that ensures quality understanc
is provided to all students enrolled in courses at TLC. Content delivery then includes a variety of quality
teaching strategies and assessment techniques while keeping a standard based focus in every classroom.
unit-based planning approach follows-at8ge process of Backward Design.

Stage 1 - Identify Desired Results

In order to determine if our stdents are achieving our desire@dsults we musfirst determine what the
desired end result is. If we teach with thgealin mind we proceed knowinghat each course is bringing
students closer to that goal.

Stage 2 8 Determine Acceptable Evidence

It is very important that before weéeach we determine what assessments and indicators we will use to
determine if students are progressing to anderstinding of each standard covered in the courses taught.
Evidence may be gathered through projects, questioning, quizzes, papers, group projects, lab projects, writt
tests, discussions and more.

Stage 3 d Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

After determining the end goal and identifying the evidence that will determine student achieyéneent
daily lessons are determined. Daily lessons are carefully planned and carried out by teachers to suppc
and reach tk desired results. Each day studeatg given a clear objective that lines up and supports the
mastery of the goals determined and indicated by the standards covered in each unit.

This approach ensures there are no gaps in the curriculum and all standards are covered in TLC Internatior
School 6s cour ses. The aim is to ensure the be
students. The studentsdé | earning and understand
met hod of o0Backwar ddhatihe indicgtorsoof stueent tearmng are achieved in every
single course offered at TLC.
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The Gradual Release Model

The Gradual Release model, developed by Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey, is a broadly recognized appro.
for moving classroom instructiofrom teachercentred to studentc ent r ed. Thi s model
do itdé, oWe do itoé, oOoOYou do it togetherd, and 0

During the o0l do ito6o step, the teacher pl akimg, an
modelling, andihink aloudare common strategies used by the teacher during this step.

As the students begin to acquire the new skill or information, the responsibility of learning begins to shif
from teacherdirected instruction tostudentc ent r ed acti viti es. During t

uses strategic questions, prompts, and cues to guide students towards mastery of an objective.

oYou do it togetherdé is where students cjectivesab o
During this time of instruction, the teacher will move among groups to clarify any misconceptions.
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Subject Specific Information

Reading, Writing, Grammar and Spellin g

In Second Gradave strive to bridge the gap between being an emergent reader where the focus is primarily
on phonemic awareness tbeing a fluent readerAt the early fluent reader stage, reading becomes more
automatic, with more energy devoted to comprehension than decoding skills. Réadirs end of second grade
should be approaching independence in comprehending a given text. Studeexpavrikne a greater variety of

text and are able to recognize different stylesandgen® o ks at thi s stage of a
more pages, longer sentences, richer vocabulary, and less of a reliance on pictures for comprehension.

We have Reading Comprehensiafass5 days per week for 40 minutes.Our focus is to work on
comprehension strategies so that studemii®e able to not onlycomprehend the text but synthesize the
information to form an opinion or make connections to themselves, others, and the world around. them
Our goal ultimately is to give each learner the toaklscessary to comprehend a text independently.

Each morning & have Literacy Centers &uided Readinthat provides an opportunity fomore individual
and smallegroup work. We work on specifiditeracy skillsat different levels basedponthe need of the

studentsin each groupGuided Reading also gives the teacher time to work witese small groupdor

individualized instruction.

Our curriculum follows the AERO standards and includes the following topics:
I. ReadingSecond graderwill be able to:

Retell aSory

AnalyseCharacters

DescribePoetry

DifferentiateBetweenHction andNon-FHction
AnalyseFairytale, Folktales, andrables

arwnhPE

il. Writing: Second graderwill be able to write:
Persuasive essays

Personal narratives

Procedures (Howto writing)
Poetry

Friendly letters

Book reports

o0k wnNE

iii. Grammar and Spellin§econd grade grammar focusestba parts of speech and the
mechanics of writing, such as punctuation and capitalization. For spelling, students
should be able to spell words phonetically
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Mathematics

Students inrsecondgrade have @ minutesof mathper day.We focus on the utilization of manipulatives to
aid in instruction of key mathematical concepi&le practiceconcepts together in groupandindividually.
Not only do we build on new concepts, but we work on building number fluency and automaticity.

The secondgrade math curriculum focuses on the following:

1. Addition and Subtraction Facts up to 20

2. Place Value:-Digit Numbers, 3Digit Numbers, 4Digit Numbers

3. Addition: 2Digit Numbers and dDigit Numbers(with regrouping)
4. Subtraction: 2Digit Numbers and Digit Numbers(with regrouping)
5. Time & Calendars

6. Measurement & Data

7. Money

8. Geometry

9

. Multiplication and Repeated Addition
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Science

Science is taught 4 days peeek for 40 minutes per lesson for the first half of the yeatudents will learn
and apply the scientific methdd the world around them They will learn to make predications and make a
hypothesis based upon a given set of variables.WMealsobe abbe to identify the needs of living things
comparelife-cyclesof different organismslescribe habitats and animal adaptatidnsaddition, students will
cover weathering erosion andlayers of the earth. Science isan interactive class thatencourage the
students to exploretheir world.

« "‘”‘A‘“'”'“’ !
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Social Studies

Social studiess 4 times per week for 40 minutes tHealhalf of the yeaafter science clags finishel.
Sudents learn about different countries and cultures, government and jobsamanunity, and important
people in history just to name a few. Students are encouraged to think about how they can be good
citizens and impact the world in a positive way for the future.

In Grade 2, historical learning is focusedtbe following:

1.
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Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, relationships between
people and events through time, and various interpretations of these relationships.

Students wilunderstand causes and effects of interaction among societies, including
trade, systems of international exchange, war, and diplomacy.

Students will understand social systems and structures and how these influence
individuals.

Students will undrstand why societies create and adopt systems of governance and
how they address human needs, rights, responsibilities and citizenship.

Students will understand fundamental economic principles and ways in which
economies are shaped by geographic hachan factors.

Students will understand how societies have influenced and been influenced by
scientific developments and technological developments.
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Mandarin

Mandarin Class of G2
Curriculum  FL-G2é Chinese for G2
SI-KB3 Easy steps to Chinese for Kidé 3

Class: Students in G2 will be put into two different classes. If the student speaks mandarin at home, he/s
will be put into the first language mandarin class@2). If the student speaksleer languages at home,
he/she will be put into the second language mandarin clagsBS). But we do have some exceptions:
if the studentds mandarin | evel i's higher/1lo
higher/lower level mandaridass. If a first language mandarin student has low mandarin comprehensior
he/she will be put into the second language mandarin class. If a second mandarin student has very g
mandarin comprehension, he/she will be put into the first language mandes cl

Assessment: Assessments will be given for each unit/chapterha¥amade our own mandarin assessment
papers.

Homework: The students in G2 have mandarin homework about 15 minutes per day.
Class Frequency: Students in G2 have 40 min@sdarin class every day.
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Character Education

Students have one Character Education lesson per week which las4€ fainutes. This lesson is given by
a specialist Character Education teacher. The lessons will focus on one Character Education trait per mon
and will follow the following schedule fdine year:

Month Character Trait
August (1930) Intro/Dream Theme
September (27) Boldness

October (Oct 7-Nov 1) Trust

November (527) Forgiveness
December (220) Justice

February (Feb-28) Ingenuity

March (227) Humility

April (Mar 30-Apr 30) Diversity

May (429) Unity

June (124)

Review traits

Students will normally listen to a story in the lesson that illustrates the character trait. They will discuss the
meaning of the word and think about how that character trait can beia@pb themselves and their families.
The character trait is also the theme of the weekly assemblies where songs, presentatidreertificates

will be about the character trait that is the theme of the month.
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