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Our Educational Philosophy

The mission of TLC International School is to plant seeds of knowledge that can grow to equip student:
academically, socially, physically, and spiritually for temporal and eternal success.

Our vision is to provide the best in education, partnering withrgnts to prepare students for life with
academic tools, character training, development of social skills and spiritual mentoring.

Education is more than intellectual development. True education develops the mind, body, spirit and soci
skills of the cid. Children at TLC learn cooperation, integrity, respect, creativity, anedéstipline. Positive
values and behavior are rewarded in an environment that provadgsfe haven for children to attempt new
challenges without fear of failure.
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An Intr oduction to Grade 4

Students typically enter"4grade around the age of 9. In our classes they can expect to arrive and unpack
their bags at their own desks, tables and lockers. They will have 6 core classes including English Langu
Math, Science, Social Studies, Reading and Mandarin. Thesetesseevery day. We also have elective
classes that will be once a week: Music, Computers, Library, Art, PE, and Character education. On eve
Friday morning we have an assembly vailhof elementary to watch different classes perform and teach us
about a claracter trait. There will also be a Star Student to honor someone who has done well with the
character trait that week.

The students in % grade have 2 core teachers; Ms. Meg for Reading and Social Studies, and Mr. Matt f
Writing/Grammarand Science,aeh teacher teaches their homeroom clédath Students will be expected

to transfer to another classroom for the other classes. Students will be able to use their lockers first thing,
after lunch, and right before dismisshhey are responsible for themwn work and communication books,

and they are expected to write down homework every day and complete it after school.
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Understanding by Design

0Our |l essons, wunits, and cour ses s houdervedfrantieo gi
methods, books, and activities with which we are most comfortable. Curriculum should lay out the most
effective ways of achieving specific resultsé i
sought . o

- Grant Wiggins and yaMcTigh intheir book Understanding by Design

UBD (Understanding by Design) is a technique of delivering content introduced by Grant Wiggins and J:
McTighe. The methods laid out in this educational technique offer a way of designing courses andgleliver
content through oBackward Designdé. Students at
topics determined by the AERO standards. TLC uses the UBD methods of teaching to ensure courses taug
at TLC cover a series of standard basedits. These units are designed in a way that ensures quality
understanding is provided to all students enrolled in courses at TLC. Content delivery then includes a variet
of quality teaching strategies and assessment techniques while keeping a stasddrdobas in every
classroom. This unibased planning approach follows-at8ge process of Backward Design.

Stage 1 - Identify Desired Results

In order to determine if our students are achieving our desiregults we must determine the what the
desred end result is. If we teach with this mind we make sure that everything that occurs in each course
is bringing students closer to that goal.

Stage 2 0 Determine Acceptable Evidence

It is very important that before weaeach,we determine what assesents and indicators we will use to
determine if students are progressing aounderstanding of each standard covered in the courses taught.
Evidence may be gathered through projects, questioning, quizzes, papers, group projects, lab projects, writt
tests, discussions and more.

Stage 3 d Plan Learning experiences and Instruction

After determining the end goal and identifying the evidence that will determine student achievement the dai
lessons are determined. Daily lessons are carefully plannedanéd out by teachers to support and
reach those desired results. Each day students are given a clear objective that lines up and supports |
mastery of the goals determined and indicated by the standards covered in each unit.

This approach ensurebére are no gaps in the curriculum and all standards are covered in TLC International
School 8ds cour ses. The aim is to ensure the be
students. The studentsd | earbBbsaoaBaocokdaerdsabd
met hod of oBackwards Designdé we can ensure that
single course offered at TLC.
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The Gradual Release Model

The Gradual Release model, developed by Dbiglper and Nancy Frey, is a broadly recognized approach
for moving classroom instruction from teacheentred to studentc ent r ed. Thi s model
do ité, oWe do itodé, oOoOYou do it togetherd, and 0

Dur i ng t Btep,thkelteactier playsan important role in the delivery of the content. Explicit teaching,
model |l ing, and 6think aloudd are common strateg

As the students begin to acquire the new skill or information, the resmiity of learning begins to shift
from teacherdirected instruction to studenrt ent r ed acti vi ti es. During t
uses strategic questions, prompts, and cues to guide students towards mastery of an objective.

oOYou do 6t i soguhtemer students coll aborate and de
During this time of instruction, the teacher will move among groups to clarify any misconceptions.
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Subject Specific Information
Reading, Writing, Grammar and  Spelling

One of Stdden€C@uscomess t o create oreading and writing
themselves through the art of reading and writ.i
unit plans based on AERO Standariiese standards enable students to build on the skills they have
previously acquired to become sailffficient readers. "4 grade reading begins the year focusing on
summarizing, before moving on to various comprehension strategies for both literaturenfomchational
texts. Vocabulary acquisition is stressed using context clues and vocabulary notebooks. By the end of tl
year, students are expected to read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independentl
and proficiently.

Subject erviews:

Reading- Students in 4 ™ grade

Unit 1 8 Summarizing

Unit 2 - Comprehension Strategies

Unit 3 - Close Reading

Unit 4 8 Characters

Unit 5 - Comprehension Strategies Part 2
Unit 6 0 Genres

Unit 7 - Word Study
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Writing/Grammar -

Unit 1 - Writing a Personal Narrative and Sentences

Unit 2- Write informative and explanatory texts

Unit 3- Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar
Unit 4 - Pronouns & Writing a Book Review

Unit 5 - More Verbs & Tall Tales

Unit 6 - Adverls and Adjectives

Unit 7 - Writing a Business Letter & Prepositions

Unit 8 - Greek and Latin Root Words & Year Review

Spelling - Students will have weekly spelling lists where they will be expected to learn the words and be
able to properly write and use #m.

Mathematics

In Math class, our goal is to create an understanding of how and why we use numbers in real life situation
We use real world problems to create interest and use materials we can manipulate to increase our
understanding of how math workVe try to change our thinking to not just memorizing facts but
understanding what a problem is really representing and what the answer means. We have a focus on
cooperative learning and encourage each other to succeed.

We use authenti@ssessments in addition to the traditional tests and quizzes to truly see if the students
understand how to use the information they have learned in aweald situation. These authentic
assessments are more than just memorizing the information but uvsaigvorld problems and solutions.
They often use manipulatives and extra materials instead of solving math problems on a page.

We also encourage the use of Khan Academy online. This wonderful tool helps us to assign extra practic
to the students that ned it.

Units Studied:

Module 1: Place Value, Rounding, and Algorithms for Addition and Subtraction
Module 2: Unit Conversions and Problem Solving with Metric Measurement
Module 3: Multi -Digit Multiplication and Division

Module 4: Angle Measure and Plane Figures

Module 5: Fraction Equivalence, Ordering, and Operations

Module 6: Decimal Fractions

Module 7: Exploring Measurement with Multiplication
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Science

Anot her o rEgpectetbtudént Quicemess t o create oOindependent t
knowl edge across content areas and in the world
learn a plethora of processing skills to help aid them in thinking critically and credtoetyh grade intends

to further develop these processing skills through the study of various units based on AERO Standard
Science 4 units include: Living Things, Forces and Energy, The Moon and Oceans, The Earth for Our U
and Sound and Hearing.
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Social Studies

At TLC, 4th grade Social Studies students are learning to discover the world through the eyes of &
historian.The students in this course will participate in conducting research, writing papers, creating project:
and collaborating to grow in their historic knowlgd in accordance with the topics studiéithis course is
basedon AERO standards. During this courstudents will become familiar with the concepts listed below
and complete units of study on the listed topics belo&ach unit consists of-@ weeks of mstruction,
activities, projects, and assessments. Students are expected to show understanding of the topics explor

through a variety of evidences.
Units Studied:
Introduction: Review of Geography

Unit 1: The Land and Early People
T The Nat i aphy s
1 Native Americans
Unit 2: Exploration and Settlement
1 The Age of Exploration
1 Building the First Colonies
9 The Thirteen Colonies
Unit 3: The American Revolution
1 The Colonies Unite
1 The Revolutionary War
Unit 4: A Growing Nation
1 The Constitution
1 TheYoung Republic

Geogr
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Mandarin

Mandarin Class of G4
Curriculuml  FL-G4& Chinese for G4
SL-YB2 Easy steps to Chinesé 2

Class: Students in G4 will be put into two different classes. If the student speaks mandarin at home, he/st
will be put into the first language mandarin class@3&). If the student speaks other languages at
home, he/she will be put into the second laaga mandarin class ($B2). But we do have some
exceptions: i f the studentds mandarin | evel |
the lower level mandarin class. If a first language mandarin student has low mandarin comprehensic
heishe will be put into the second language mandarin class. If a second mandarin student has very
good mandarin comprehension, he/she will be put into the first language mandarin class.

Assessment: Assessments will be given for each unit/chapter. We maadsvounandarin assessment

papers.
Homework: The students in G4 have mandarin homework about 20 minutes per day.
Class Frequency: Students in G4 have 40 minutes mandarin class every day.
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Character Education

Students have one Character Education lesson per week which lasts for 40 minutes. This lesson is given
a specialist Character Education teacher. The lessons will focus o@lear@cter Education trait per month
and will follow the following schedule for the year:

Month Character Trait
August (1930) Intro/Dream Theme
September (27) Boldness
October (Oct 7-Nov 1) Trust
November (527) Forgiveness
December(2-20) Justice
February (Feb-28) Ingenuity
March (227) Humility

April (Mar 3GApr 30) Diversity

May (429) Unity

June (124) Review traits

Students will normally listen to a story in the lesson that illustrates the character trait. They will discuss the
meaning of the word and think about how that character trait can be applied to themselves and their familie:
The character trait is also ththeme of the weekly assemblies where songs, presentations and certificates
will be about the character trait that is the theme of the month.
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Computers

4™ grade- They have computer class once a week 4 minutes in the elementary computer lab. Each
lesson objectives aredsed on 201 National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS) initiated
by the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE). There is a varieggafrces/mateaals

used for instructionComputer class aims to help studergsoperly access, manage, process, interpret, and
communicate information.

Unit 1: Technology Operations and Concepts
Unit 2: Typing

Unit 3: Digital Citizenship & Safety

Unit 4: Internet Navigation

Unit 5: Research and Information Fluency
Unit 6: Communication and Collaboration
Unit 7: Multimedia & Presentation Tools

Unit 8: Computational skills

Music

In the Music lessons, students learn to appreciate Music anditfegent ways one can create sound. They
will sing, play and learn the theory of percussion and string instruments. They will study composers an
dance movements. They will have quizzes and practical tests for purposes of evaluation and assessment.

Beingcreative in Music gives students the opportunity to learn to think both creatively and critically. Critical
thinking includes the ability to understand, respond to and talk about various musical compositions. B
teaching students to perform, notate andpmpciate Music, we can enhance their skills related to creativity
and critical thought.

12

TLC International School, Dongguan
Grade 4 Curriculum Handbook



PE

In the PE lessons, students have the opportunity to grow in their fitness and athletic abilities. They will
acquire the knowledge, processes, skills and confele®eded to engage in meaningful physical activity
both now and in the future.
The learning goals for PE are as follows:
1 Students will be taught a variety of exercises and skills that will develop their agility, flexibility,
strength, reaction time, balam and coordination.
1 Students will learn how to work as a member of team in a variety of games such as: soccer,
volleyball, basketball, dodgeball, American football, team races, gymnastics and acrobatic
movements.

1 Students will understand the value of lteand good hygiene.

The requirements for the Physical Education lessons are as follows:
Tennis shoes, trainers or sneakers.

Appropriate clothes.
Cooperation.

Communication.

Teamwork and sportsmanship!
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